THE CAMARET BAY LETTER
declared, " should be judges of his actions/' and, says Floyd,
" I could not draw anything more positive from him."
Floyd next waited upon Godolphin, who " explained to me
his sentiments towards your Majesty in the most affectionate
manner imaginable." After mentioning that there was " too
much room to fear a peace would be concluded this summer
and that the terms would be prejudicial to your Majesty since
infallibly the Prince would endeavour thereby to pledge the
Most Christian king to send your Majesty out of his domi-
nions/' Godolphin, according to Floyd's report, repeated to
him almost the actual words which Floyd had used to Russell.
The resemblance can be judged from the italicized portions
of the two statements. Godolphin is reported to have said
that
Russell would infallibly appear before Brest, the land officers
believing that the place may be insulted though the sea officers
were of a different opinion; that these would give just pretext to
His Most Christian Majesty to send troops to that place, and that the
necessary transports might be prepared this summer [for the return of
James1]; that the large vessels would return about the middle of
autumni that the smaller would be dispersed, the convoys sent to
different places of commerce, and that England would have a diffi-
culty in finding thirty vessels of tolerable force and that Your
Majesty embracing the proper time might come over. . . .
The similarity of the passages, the order in which the
different matters are dealt with, the coupling in a single
sentence of the totally different projects of the attack on Brest
and of getting transports for James's return late in the year,
the repetition of the word * infallibly/ apparently a favourite
one with Floyd, have suggested to various commentators that
the Floyd Report is a concoction; "that it was quietly coin-
posed at Saint-Germains by Melfort and Floyd in concert,
and was transmitted to Versailles as the latest bonafide account
of English politics." 2 But it is not necessary to assume this
in order to clear Godolphin from the shameful charge which
has so long rested upon him. We may accept the fact that
Floyd had conversations with all those he mentions in his
1 Author's insertion.              s This is Colonel PamelTs view.
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